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New U.S. aid for 
Ukraine by year-end 
seems increasingly 
out of reach 


By STEPHEN GROVES and 
LISA MASCARO 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — A deal to pro- 
vide further U.S. assistance to Ukraine 
by year-end appears to be increasing- 
ly out of reach for President Joe Biden. 
The impasse is deepening in Congress 
despite dire warnings from the White 
House about the consequences of in- 
action as Republicans insist on pairing 
the aid with changes to America’s im- 
migration and border policies. 
After the Democratic president said 
this past week he was willing to “make 
significant compromises on the bor- 
der,” Republicans quickly revived de- 
mands that they had earlier set aside, 
hardening their positions and attempt- 
ing to shift the negotiations to the right, 
according to a person familiar with the 
talks who was not authorized to public- 
ly discuss them and spoke on condition 
of anonymity. 


Continued on Page 3 


President Joe Biden meets with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in the Oval Office of the White House, Thursday, 
Sept. 21, 2023, in Washington. 
Associated Press 


Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting 


Aruba’s name on the world stage 


Page 8 


u.s. news 
Monday 11 deceMber 2023 
A2 


Trump says he won't testify again at his New York fraud trial 


By MICHAEL R. SISAK and 
JILL COLVIN 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Donald 
Trump said Sunday he has 
decided against testifying 
for a second time at his 
New York civil fraud trial, 
posting on social media that 
he "VERY SUCCESSFULLY & 
CONCLUSIVELY" testified last 
month and saw no need to 
appear again. 
Trump had been expected 
to return to the witness stand 


Monday as the last big de- 
fense witness in the trial in 
New York Attorney General 
Letitia James' lawsuit. The 
case threatens Trump's real 
estate empire and cuts to 
the heart of his image as a 
successful businessman. 
Trump announced he was 
canceling his testimony in 
an all-capital letters, multi- 
part statement on his Truth 
Social platform, writing: "I 
WILL NOT BE TESTIFYING ON 
MONDAY." 


"I HAVE ALREADY TESTIFIED 
TO EVERYTHING & HAVE 
NOTHING MORE TO SAY," 
Trump wrote, adding his oft- 
repeated claim that James 
and other Democrats have 
weaponized the legal sys- 
tem to hinder his chances 
at retaking the White House. 
Trump was often defiant 
and combative when he 
testified on Nov. 6. Along 
with defending his wealth 
and denying wrongdoing, 
he repeatedly sparred with 


the judge, whom he criti- 
cized as an "extremely hos- 
tile judge," and slammed 
James as "a political hack." 
Trump answered questions 
from state lawyers for about 
3½ hours, often responding 
with lengthy diatribes. His 
verbose answers irked the 
judge, Arthur Engoron, who 
admonished: "This is not a 
political rally." Had Trump 
returned to the stand Mon- 
day, it would've been his 
defense lawyers leading 
the questioning, but state 
lawyers could have cross- 
examined him. 
James sued Trump last year 
over what she claimed was 
his pattern of duping banks, 
insurers and others by inflat- 
ing his wealth on financial 
statements. Engoron ruled 
before the trial that Trump 
and other defendants en- 
gaged in fraud. He ordered 
that a receiver take control 
of some Trump properties, 
but an appeals court has 


paused that. 
The judge is now consider- 
ing six other claims, includ- 
ing allegations of conspir- 
acy and insurance fraud. 
James seeks penalties of 
more than $300 million and 
wants Trump banned from 
doing business in New York. 
In recent days, Trump had 
been insistent on testifying 
again, one of his lawyers 
said, even though some 
of his previous visits to the 
courthouse as a spectator 
have resulted in him getting 
fined for disparaging the 
judge's law clerk. 
"He still wants to take the 
stand, even though my 
advice is, at this point, you 
should never take the stand 
with a gag order," Habba, 
told reporters last week. "But 
he is so firmly against what is 
happening in this court and 
so firmly for the old Ameri- 
ca that we know, not this 
America, that he will take 
that stand on Monday."q 


Former President Donald Trump, center, sits at the defense table 
with his attorney's Christopher Kise, left, and Alina Habba, at 
New York Supreme Court, Thursday, Dec. 7, 2023, in New York. 
Associated Press 
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New U.S. aid for Ukraine by year-end seems increasingly out of reach 


Continued from Front 


The latest proposal, from 
the lead GOP negotia- 
tor, Sen. James Lankford, 
R-Okla., came during a 
meeting with a core group 
of senators before they left 
Washington on Thursday 
afternoon. It could force 
the White House to consid- 
er ideas that many Demo- 
crats will seriously oppose, 
throwing new obstacles in 
the difficult negotiations. 
Biden is facing the prospect 
of a cornerstone of his for- 
eign policy — repelling Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Pu- 
tin from overtaking Ukraine 
— crumbling as U.S. support 
for funding the war wanes, 
especially among Republi- 
cans. The White House says 
a failure to approve more 
aid by year’s end could 
have catastrophic conse- 
quences for Ukraine and its 
ability to fight. 
To preserve U.S. backing, 
the Biden administration 
has quietly engaged in Sen- 
ate talks on border policy in 
recent weeks, providing as- 
sistance to the small group 
of senators trying to reach 
a deal and communicat- 
ing what policy changes it 
would find acceptable. 
The president is trying to 
satisfy GOP demands to re- 
duce the historic number of 
migrants arriving at the U.S.- 
Mexico border while alle- 
viating Democrats’ fears 
that legal immigration will 
be choked off with drastic 
measures. 
As talks sputtered to a re- 
start this past week, Demo- 
crats warned Republicans 
that time for a deal was 
running short. Congress is 
scheduled to depart Wash- 
ington in mid-December 
for a holiday break. 
“Republicans need to show 
they 
are 
serious 
about 
reaching a compromise, 
not just throwing on the floor 
basically Donald Trump’s 
border policies,” Senate 
Majority 
Leader 
Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., said Thurs- 
day before Republicans 
made their counteroffer. 
But the new Republican 
proposal dug in on poli- 
cy changes that had led 
Democrats to step back 
from the negotiations, ac- 
cording to the person fa- 


miliar with the talks. The 
GOP offer calls for end- 
ing the humanitarian pa- 
role program that’s now in 
place for existing classes of 
migrants — Ukrainians, Af- 
ghans, Cubans, Venezue- 
lans, Nicaraguans and Hai- 
tians. That idea had been 
all but dashed before. 
Additionally, those groups 
of migrants would not be al- 
lowed to be paroled again 
if the terms of their stay ex- 
pire before their cases are 
adjudicated in immigration 
proceedings. 
GOP 
senators 
proposed 
monitoring systems 
such 
as ankle bracelets for peo- 
ple, including children, who 
are detained at the border 
and are awaiting parole. 
Republicans want to ban 
people from applying for 
asylum if they have tran- 
sited through a different 
country where they could 
have sought asylum in- 
stead. GOP lawmakers also 
want to revive executive 
powers that would allow a 
president to shut down en- 
tries for wide-ranging rea- 
sons. 
Further, after migrant en- 
counters at the border re- 
cently hit historic numbers, 
the GOP proposal would 
set new guidelines requiring 
the border to be essentially 


shut down if illegal crossings 
reach a certain limit. 
Lankford declined to dis- 
cuss specifics after the 
Thursday meeting, but said 
he was trying to “negotiate 
in good faith.” He said the 
historic number of migrants 
at the border could not be 
ignored. The sheer number 
of people arriving at the 
border has swamped the 
asylum system, he said, 
making it impossible for 
authorities to adequately 
screen the people they al- 
low in. “Do you want large 
numbers of undocumented 
individuals and unscreened 
individuals 
without 
work 
permits, without access to 
the rest of the economy?” 
Lankford said. 
The lead Democratic ne- 
gotiator, 
Connecticut 
Sen. Chris Murphy, did not 
quickly respond to the GOP 
proposal. 
Senators had made some 
progress in the talks before 
Thursday, finding general 
agreement on raising the 
initial standard for migrants 
to enter the asylum system 
— part of what’s called the 
credible fear system. The 
administration has commu- 
nicated that it is amenable 
to that change and that it 
could agree to expand ex- 
pedited removal to deport 


immigrants 
before 
they 
have a hearing with an im- 
migration judge, accord- 
ing to two people briefed 
on the private negotiations 
who spoke on the condi- 
tion of anonymity. 
Immigration 
advocates 
and progressives in Con- 
gress have been alarmed 
by the direction of the talks, 
especially because they 
have not featured chang- 
es aimed at expanding le- 
gal immigration. 
Robyn 
Barnard, 
director 
of refugee advocacy with 
Human Rights First, called 
the current state of nego- 
tiations an “absolute cri- 
sis moment.” She warned 
that broadening the fast- 
track deportation author- 
ity could lead to a mass 
rounding up of immigrants 
around the country and 
compared it to the situa- 
tion during the Trump ad- 
ministration. “Communities 
across the country would 
be living in fear,” she said. 
But Republican senators, 
sensing that Biden, who is 
campaigning for a second 
term, wants to address the 
historic number of peo- 
ple coming to the border, 
have taken an aggressive 
stance and tried to draw 
the president directly into 
negotiations. 


“The White House is going 
to have to engage particu- 
larly if Senate Democrats 
are unwilling to do what we 
are suggesting be done,” 
said Sen. John Thune, R- 
S.D., at a news conference 
Thursday. 
The White House has so far 
declined to take a leading 
role in negotiations. “Dem- 
ocrats have said that they 
want to compromise. Have 
that 
conversation,” 
said 
White House press secre- 
tary Karine-Jean Pierre. 
After every GOP senator 
this past week voted not 
to move ahead with legis- 
lation that would provide 
tens of billions of dollars in 
military and economic as- 
sistance for Ukraine, many 
in the chamber were left in 
a dour mood. Even those 
who held out hope for 
a deal acknowledged it 
would be difficult to push a 
package through the Sen- 
ate at this late stage. 
Even if senators reach a 
deal, the obstacles to pas- 
sage in the House are con- 
siderable. 
Speaker 
Mike 
Johnson, R-La., has signal- 
ed he will fight for sweep- 
ing changes to immigra- 
tion policy that go beyond 
what is being discussed in 
the Senate. Also, broad 
support from House Dem- 
ocrats is far from guaran- 
teed, as progressives and 
Hispanic lawmakers have 
raised alarm at curtailing 
access to asylum. 
“Trading Ukrainian lives for 
the lives of asylum seekers 
is morally bankrupt and irre- 
sponsible,” Rep. Delia Ram- 
irez, D-Ill., posted on X, the 
platform formerly known as 
Twitter, as part of a coor- 
dinated campaign by His- 
panic Democrats. 
The unwieldy nature of the 
issue left even Lankford, 
who was one of the few 
senators optimistic that a 
deal could be reached 
this year, acknowledging 
the difficulty of finding an 
agreement in the coming 
days. 
“There’s just a whole lot 
of politics that have been 
bound up in this,” he said 
as he departed the Capitol 
for the week. “Thirty years 
it hasn’t been resolved 
because 
it’s 
incredibly 
complicated.”q 


President Joe Biden talks with U.S. Border Patrol agents as they walk along a stretch of the U.S.- 
Mexico border in El Paso Texas, Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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Tennessee residents clean up after severe weekend storms killed 6 
people and damaged neighborhoods 


By KRISTIN M. HALL, 
PATRICK WHITTLE and 
GARY D. ROBERTSON 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, 
Tenn. 
(AP) 
— 
Residents 
of 
central 
Tennessee 
communities 
slammed by deadly tor- 
nadoes this weekend de- 
scribed tragic and terrifying 
scenes in which one mo- 
bile home landed on top of 
another, roofs were ripped 
from houses and an entire 
church collapsed during 
a string of powerful storms 
that killed six people. 
Emergency workers and 
community 
members 
cleaned up Sunday from 
the severe weekend storms 
and tornadoes that also 
sent dozens more to the 
hospital while damaging 
buildings, turning over ve- 
hicles and knocking out 
power to tens of thousands. 
Marco Tulio Gabriel Pérez 
came to Nashville from At- 
lanta after hearing that his 
sister and 2-year-old neph- 
ew were killed in the torna- 
do. He said two other chil- 
dren in the family survived 
with minor injuries. 
Family members were cry- 
ing as they looked through 
the rubble of the trailers on 
Sunday morning. 
"Regrettably, 
a 
tragedy 
happened here. Since it's 
a tornado, it came through 
like you can see here. She 
lived in this trailer. The other 
trailer overturned on top 
of my deceased sister. She 
remained underneath, the 
other trailer went on top," 
Pérez told The AP in Span- 
ish. 
The Metropolitan Nashville 
Police Department identi- 
fied the victims killed north 
of downtown as Joseph 
Dalton, 37; Floridema Ga- 
briel Pérez, 31; and her son, 
Anthony Elmer Mendez, 2. 
Dalton was inside his mo- 
bile home when the storm 
tossed it on top of Pérez's 
residence. Two other chil- 
dren were taken to a hos- 
pital with injuries that were 
not 
life-threatening, 
the 
department said in a state- 
ment. 
Officials 
elsewhere 
con- 
firmed that three people, 
including a child, died af- 
ter a tornado struck Mont- 


gomery County 50 miles 
(80 kilometers) northwest 
of Nashville near the Ken- 
tucky state line on Satur- 
day afternoon. They did 
not immediately provide 
names. About 60 people 
were treated for injuries 
at area medical facilities, 
including nine transferred 
in critical condition to a 
Nashville hospital, said Jim- 
mie Edwards, Montgomery 
County's director of emer- 
gency services. 
Twenty-one 
total 
injuries 
were reported in Nashville, 
city officials said. A church 
north of downtown col- 
lapsed during the storm, 
resulting in 13 people being 
treated at hospitals, Nash- 
ville 
emergency 
officials 
said in a news release. They 
were later listed in stable 
condition. 
The sanctuary and activi- 
ties building at Community 
Baptist Church in Nashville 
were totally demolished, 
Donella Johnson, the wife 
of the church's pastor, said 
on a Facebook video. Sev- 
eral members caught by 
the damage had emer- 
gency surgeries for broken 
hips and legs, she said. 
The church website had 
publicized an appreciation 
banquet for the Johnsons 
for late Saturday afternoon. 
"Though we have expe- 
rienced devastation be- 
yond measure, we did not 


lose life," the Rev. Vincent 
Johnson said. "God took 
brick and wood and metal 
and it was mangled in a 
tornado ... yet God pre- 
served us." 
At least six tornado tracks 
were reported Saturday in 
central Tennessee, accord- 
ing to the National Weather 
Service. Agency meteorol- 
ogist Cory Mueller in Nash- 
ville said it was sending out 
tornado tracking teams on 
Sunday to attempt to con- 
firm these potential torna- 
does and calculate their 
severity. 
Mueller said it wasn't un- 
common for tornadoes to 
be generated during this 
time of year. 
Joe Pitts, mayor of the 
Montgomery County city of 
Clarksville, said it could be 
a couple of weeks before 
power is restored to every- 
one. Residents of the city of 
about 166,000 spent Sun- 
day helping one another 
dig out from the devastat- 
ing storms, he said. 
"We know we have peo- 
ple who are suffering be- 
cause of loss of life, loss of 
property," Pitts said. "One 
thing I love about this city is 
that when someone has a 
need, we rally around that 
need." 
At 
a 
news 
conference 
with 
Metropolitan 
Nash- 
ville leaders, Mayor Fred- 
die O'Connell said that 


over 20 structures had col- 
lapsed there as a result of 
Saturday's storm and that 
"countless others have sus- 
tained 
significant 
dam- 
age." 
Nashville Electric Service 
executive Teresa Broyles- 
Aplin said electric substa- 
tions in north Nashville and 
in nearby Hendersonville 
suffered significant dam- 
age 
and 
that 
outages 
could last days in some ar- 
eas. 
She said it was possible 
that a widely distributed 
video showing a fireball in 
the Saturday evening sky 
could have been caused 
by Nashville Electric equip- 
ment. 
"That gives you a good idea 
of the extent of damage 
that we're dealing with at 
some of these substations," 
she said. 
Residents in the region are 
familiar with severe weath- 
er in late fall. Saturday's 
storm came nearly two 
years to the day after the 
National Weather Service 
recorded 
41 
tornadoes 
through a handful of states, 
including 16 in Tennessee 
and eight in Kentucky. A 
total of 81 people died in 
Kentucky alone. 
Ellen Schlavach and Robyn 
Robichaud said that a tree 
fell on their house in the 
Madison neighborhood of 
Nashville, and many of their 


neighbors' 
homes 
were 
damaged worse. They had 
been out running errands 
on Saturday and had seen 
some warnings that a thun- 
derstorm was coming. They 
realized things were serious 
after they got back home 
and received emergency 
alerts on their phones. 
"We very quickly realized 
that we had to gather up 
all the pets and hide in 
the bathroom," Schlavach 
said. "The house was shak- 
ing. A tree fell on the house. 
Very loud. Very scary." 
Greg Chance of Nashville 
said that he was watch- 
ing the news on Saturday 
with his wife and daughter 
and knew there was bad 
weather 
coming. 
Within 
minutes, they went to their 
safe place at a spot in the 
kitchen where there were 
no windows nearby and sat 
on the floor. 
"And then the next thing 
we know, it just sounded 
like an explosion went off. 
You could hear stuff flying 
everywhere. It was crazy. 
It's crazy. It is terrifying," he 
said, emotion rising in his 
voice as he described the 
three of them holding onto 
each other. 
He said he worked with 
Dalton, one of those killed 
in the storm, at a company 
that makes fasteners for 
construction. Chance said 
he couldn't sleep knowing 
that his coworker lost his life 
and left behind a son. He 
said the boy and his mother 
were taken to the hospital 
with injuries. 
About 
40,000 
electric- 
ity customers were without 
power in Tennessee Sun- 
day evening, according 
to PowerOutage.us, down 
from more than 80,000 
on Saturday night. School 
would be closed in Clarks- 
ville through Tuesday, offi- 
cials said. 
The 
Tennessee 
recovery 
continued as points east 
faced 
severe 
weather 
Sunday. Tornado warnings 
were posted at midday in 
and around Raleigh, North 
Carolina, while powerful 
storms crossed the state. 
There were no immediate 
reports of severe damage 
or injuries.q 


Amber Gardner looks at the debris from a friend's destroyed house in the West Creek Farms 
neighborhood on Sunday, Dec. 10, 2023, Clarksville, Tenn. 
Associated Press 
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Philippines says Chinese coast guard used water cannons against 
its vessels for a second day 


By JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press 
MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
The Chinese coast guard 
targeted Philippine vessels 
with water cannon blasts 
Sunday and rammed one 
of them, causing damage 
and endangering Filipino 
crew members off a dis- 
puted shoal in the South 
China Sea, just a day after 
similar hostilities at another 
contested shoal, Philippine 
officials said. 
The Philippines and its treaty 
ally, the United States, im- 
mediately condemned the 
latest confrontation near 
the Second Thomas Shoal, 
where two Philippine navy- 
operated supply boats and 
two Philippine coast guard 
escort ships had sailed to 
deliver food and other sup- 
plies to Filipino forces in a 
long-marooned navy ship 
that serves as a territorial 
outpost. 
"We condemn, once again, 
China's latest unprovoked 
acts of coercion and dan- 
gerous maneuvers against 
a legitimate and routine 
Philippine rotation and re- 
supply mission to Ayungin 
Shoal that has put the lives 
of our people at risk," a Phil- 
ippine 
government 
task 
force that deals with the 
territorial disputes said in a 
statement, using the Filipino 
name for the shoal. 
The Chinese coast guard's 
high-pressure water cannon 


blasts disabled and severely 
damaged the engines of 
the Philippine supply boat 
M/L Kalayaan, which had 
to be towed back to the 
western Philippine province 
of Palawan, Philippine of- 
ficials said, adding the ac- 
tion seriously endangered 
the lives of the crew. 
One of two Philippine coast 
guard escort ships, the BRP 
Cabra, sustained damage 
to its mast due to the water 
cannon blast. Another sup- 
ply boat was rammed by a 
Chinese coast guard ship 


but still managed to ma- 
neuver away and deliver 
supplies to Filipino marines 
at Second Thomas Shoal, 
they said. 
Drone video footage and 
photographs issued by the 
Philippine coast guard show 
two Chinese coast guard 
ships separately blasting 
water cannons at close 
range at BRP Cabra and a 
smaller supply boat. 
"The systematic and con- 
sistent manner in which the 
People's Republic of China 
carries out these illegal and 


irresponsible actions puts 
into question and significant 
doubt the sincerity of its 
calls for peaceful dialogue," 
it said. "We demand that 
China demonstrate that it is 
a responsible and trustwor- 
thy member of the interna- 
tional community." 
The Chinese coast guard 
said it had "implemented 
controls in accordance with 
laws and regulations." The 
statement gave no details 
about the measures taken 
but said the Philippines ac- 
tion "seriously infringed on 


China's sovereignty." 
It also claimed a Philippine 
vessel 
ignored 
warnings 
and in violation of interna- 
tional navigation regula- 
tions made a sharp turn 
in an "unprofessional and 
dangerous manner" and 
intentionally collided with a 
Chinese coast guard ship, 
causing "scratching." 
"The responsibility lies entire- 
ly with the Philippine side," 
the coast guard said. 
Coast guard spokesperson 
Gan Yu described China's 
actions as "reasonable, le- 
gal and professional," and 
said such operations would 
continue unabated. 
"We sternly warn the Philip- 
pines to immediately cease 
its infringing actions ... and 
strictly control its provoca- 
tions on the front line so as 
not to drop a stone on its 
own foot," Gan was quot- 
ed as saying on the coast 
guard's website. 
China's actions were strong- 
ly condemned by foreign 
diplomats in the Philippines, 
including the ambassadors 
from treaty partner the U.S., 
the European Union and 
Japan. 
"The U.S. stands with the Phil- 
ippines and partners in ve- 
hemently condemning the 
PRC's repeated illegal and 
dangerous actions against 
vessels," U.S. Ambassador 
MaryKay L. Carlson posted 
on X, formerly known as 
Twitter.q 


In this handout photo provided by the Philippine Coast Guard, a Chinese Coast Guard ship uses 
water cannons on Philippine navy-operated supply boat M/L Kalayaan as it approaches Second 
Thomas Shoal, locally known as Ayungin Shoal, in the disputed South China Sea on Sunday Dec. 
10, 2023. 
Associated Press 


Thousands march in Europe in the latest rallies 
against antisemitism stoked by the war in Gaza 


BRUSSELS (AP) — Thousands 
of people marched in the 
Belgian and German capi- 
tals on Sunday to protest 
soaring antisemitism since 
the outbreak of the Israel- 
Hamas war in Gaza. 
The demonstrations in Brus- 
sels and Berlin were the lat- 
est in a series of rallies in Eu- 
ropean capitals that have 
expressed support for Jew- 
ish communities. Previous 
marches in Paris and in Lon- 
don drew tens of thousands 
of people. There have also 
been many pro-Palestinian 
rallies, often drawing large 
crowds. 


Marchers at the Brussels 
rally held up signs reading 
"You don't have to be Jew- 
ish to march against anti- 
semitism," "antisemitism kills" 
and other slogans. Police 
said at least 4,000 people 
attended. 
Joël Rubinfeld, president of 
the Belgian League Against 
Antisemitism, said Belgium 
has witnessed "a huge in- 
crease" in anti-Jewish ha- 
tred since the Oct. 7 attack 
on Israel by Hamas militants 
that triggered their latest 
and deadliest war. 
"We are living in a very 
complicated period," he 


said, adding that the rally 
sends "a message to the 
Jewish community of Bel- 
gium to tell them that they 
are not alone." 
Meanwhile, several thou- 
sand people demonstrat- 
ed against antisemitism in 
Berlin as Germany deals 
with a large increase in an- 
ti-Jewish incidents following 
the Oct. 7 attack. 
Police 
estimated 
that 
around 3,200 people gath- 
ered in the rain, while or- 
ganizers 
put 
the 
figure 
at 10,000, German news 
agency dpa reported.q 


Protesters hold signs and banners as they march during an anti- 
Semitism demonstration in Brussels, Sunday, Dec. 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 
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In coup-hit West Africa, regional leaders recognize Niger's junta 
but seek fast return to democracy 


By CHINEDU ASADU 
Associated Press 
ABUJA, Nigeria (AP) — West 
African heads of state on 
Sunday officially recognized 
the junta in power in Niger, 
but said their sanctions to 
reverse the July coup in the 
country would remain even 
as they initiate steps for a 
"short" period of transition 
to civilian rule. 
A team of heads of state 
would engage with the jun- 
ta "to agree on a short tran- 
sition program" as against 
the three years the soldiers 
earlier 
proposed, 
Omar 
Alieu Touray, president of 
the regional bloc of ECOW- 
AS Commission, said at the 
bloc's meeting in the Nige- 
rian capital of Abuja. 
The recognition of the junta 
by the 15-member bloc ends 
hopes of any immediate re- 
instatement of Nigerien Pres- 
ident Mohamed Bazoum, 
who was deposed amid a 
surge of coups across West 
and Central Africa where 
there have been eight mili- 
tary takeovers since 2020. In 
the past month, the govern- 
ments of Sierra Leone and 
Guinea-Bissau have also 
described political crises as 
attempted coups. 
"The heads of state have 
recognized that what has 
happened in Niger is a coup 
and the CNSP (National 
Council for the Safeguard 
of the Homeland) is a mili- 
tary administration in Niger," 
Touray told reporters after 


the meeting. 
The leaders also requested 
the immediate and uncon- 
ditional release of Bazoum 
who has been detained 
since the coup in July. They 
were, however, silent on his 
reinstatement as president. 
The regional sanctions on 
Niger would only be eased 
if the junta agrees to the de- 
mands made by ECOWAS, 
Touray said, adding that 
failure to do would lead the 
bloc to "maintain all sanc- 
tions including the use of 
force and (to) request Afri- 
can Union and all other part- 
ners to enforce the capital 
sanctions on members of 


the CNSP and their associ- 
ates." 
The heads of state had ac- 
knowledged at the start of 
the meeting that their efforts 
to stem the tide of coups in 
the region have so far met 
with little success. 
Despite sanctions and oth- 
er measures by ECOWAS, 
Touray told the heads of 
state that the junta in Niger 
has consolidated its grip on 
power, while the military 
governments of Mali and 
Burkina Faso have stopped 
collaborating with the bloc 
on their countries' transition 
to civilian rule. 
"After a moment of progress 


… we have noticed a near 
pause in the implementa- 
tion of the agreed transi- 
tion timetable for some time 
now," Touray said. 
The bloc will continue to 
"stand against the uncon- 
stitutional change of gov- 
ernment" in Niger despite 
the setbacks, said Nigerian 
President Bola Tinubu, who 
was elected leader of the 
bloc this year. "Democracy 
must win if we fight for it, and 
we will definitely fight for de- 
mocracy." 
Under Tinubu's leadership, 
the regional bloc has im- 
posed its most stringent trav- 
el and economic sanctions 


yet against Niger, measures 
he said would send a strong 
message to other nations. 
But rather than deter the sol- 
diers who took over power 
in Niger and elsewhere, the 
sanctions appear to have 
emboldened them, ana- 
lysts say. 
Niger's 
junta 
has 
gone 
ahead to forge an alliance 
with Burkina Faso and Mali 
and has also turned to Rus- 
sia for a military partnership 
after severing ties with Euro- 
pean countries, particularly 
France. 
"The stringent regional and 
international sanctions on 
Niger (and previously the 
other juntas) have embold- 
ened the juntas to central- 
ize control further and unite 
against ECOWAS and West- 
ern backers such as France 
and the EU," said Karim Man- 
uel, an analyst for the Mid- 
dle East and Africa with the 
Economist Intelligence Unit. 
"Basically, the sanctions, 
as expected, backfired ... 
notably given strong pub- 
lic support for the coups," 
Manuel added. 
As the ECOWAS meeting 
kicked off, the junta in Niger 
said via X, formerly known as 
Twitter, it would not change 
its stance, although it did not 
mention the meeting or the 
bloc. 
"We won't back down. We 
will not compromise. We 
will not betray and we will 
overcome," the junta wrote 
without further details.q 


Nigeria's President Bola Ahmed Tinubu, right, attends an ECOWAS meeting in Abuja, Nigeria, 
Sunday, Dec. 10, 2023. 
Associated Press 


U.N. says the Taliban must embrace and uphold human rights 
obligations in Afghanistan 


KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) 
— The Taliban must em- 
brace and uphold human 
rights obligations in Af- 


ghanistan, the U.N. mission 
in the country said Sunday 
on Human Rights Day and 
the 75th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights. 
Since seizing power in 2021, 
the Taliban have erased 
basic rights and freedoms, 
with 
women 
and 
girls 
deeply affected. They are 
excluded from most pub- 
lic spaces and daily life, 
and the restrictions have 
sparked global condem- 
nation. 
The U.N. mission, highlight- 


ing the Taliban's failures in 
upholding 
rights' 
obliga- 
tions, said it continues to 
document 
extrajudicial 
killings, torture and ill-treat- 
ment, 
corporal 
punish- 
ment, arbitrary arrest and 
detention, and other viola- 
tions of detainees' rights. 
People who speak out in 
defense of human rights 
face arbitrary arrest and 
detention, threats and cen- 
sorship, the mission said. 
"We pay tribute to and 
express our solidarity with 
Afghan human rights de- 


fenders, many of whom 
are paying a heavy price 
for seeking to uphold the 
fundamental tenets of the 
Universal Declaration of Hu- 
man Rights: peace, justice 
and freedom," said Fiona 
Frazer, representative of 
the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights in Af- 
ghanistan. 
The head of the U.N. mission 
in Afghanistan, Roza Otun- 
bayeva, said rights must be 
upheld to ensure the coun- 
try's future prosperity, cohe- 
sion and stability.q 


An Afghan women's soccer team poses for a photo in Kabul, 
Afghanistan, Thursday, Sept. 22, 2022. 
Associated Press 
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Don’t forget to visit Aruba’s famous Red Anchor 


At the south east coast of the island, standing 
alone on a windswept and barren land stands 
a popular Aruba landmark – a large anchor. It 
overlooks the sea just beyond, watching over 
the shipping lanes. It stands there in memory 
and in honor of all seamen who have lost their 
life at sea. 


Where to Find the Anchor? 
The anchor is a “must see” landmark when you 
visit Aruba. It is among the most photographed 
historical landmarks for the island. You want to 
make sure you add this stop on your itinerary 
when your visiting the south coast of Aruba. The 
bright red anchor against the backdrop of the 
deep blue Caribbean sea and the azure blue 
skies, make a great backdrop for your vacation 
pictures. 


The anchor is located at the entrance to Gate 
6 to the former Lago Colony. It is on the outskirts 
of Seroe Colorado, on the south east point of 
the island at the “T” junction to Baby Beach. 
Depending on where you are staying on the is- 
land, follow the signs that indicate the way to 
Baby Beach. Once you reach the T-junction, it 
will be right in front of you. 


About the Anchor 
Size 
It will be hard to miss the anchor, it’s huge! The 
anchor that weighs 21,772 kilos, is approximate- 
ly 10 feet 6 inches wide and 15 feet, 6 inches tall. 
On the anchor there are some numbers. The 
4112 and 4115, which are believed to be the 
serial numbers that refer to the “fluke” or hori- 
zontal and vertical parts of the anchor, respec- 
tively. The number 21772K refers to the weight 
of the anchor in kilos. This type of anchor was 
manufactured by Hoesch Dortmund Horde, at 
a foundry located in Germany. 


Where did the Anchor Come From? 
There are a number of stories as to the origins of 
the anchor, which one do you think it was? (Un- 
fortunately the mystery has never been solved, 
so your imagination can pick which one you 
think it might be!) 


Story 1: 
“According to Mr. Manuel M. Curiel, an ex- 
Lago Tug Captain, a fully laden VLCC (Very 
Large Crude Carrier) was seeking a mooring at 
the 15-mile anchorage, known as Bara, on the 


southern part of the island. This is the usual shal- 
low mooring location for ships awaiting orders, 
etc. The weather was rough with strong current. 
The normal procedure is that they would walk 
out three shackles (about 90 feet) until the an- 
chor touches the bottom while the chain must 
rest on the bottom. Subsequently, they will walk 
out some extra shackles and when the ship 
starts to swing or lean on one side, the anchor 
is properly set. Because of the rough weather, 
unfortunately they did not get the time to walk 
out the extra tackles and because of the ten- 
sion exerted on the winch, it broke, and they 
lost the anchor and its chain.“ 


Story 2: 
“Mr. Curiel also said that at one time a small 
tanker with a Korean crew, while lifting their an- 
chor also lifted another anchor near the inner 
harbor. When the ship asked for assistance, he 
went with his tugboat along with a barge, to 
help. But eventually they had to cut the chain 
and let the anchor go to the bottom because 
they could not untangle them. ” 


How Did The Anchor Become a Landmark? 
Sometime between 1980 and 1985, three gen- 
tlemen (Mr. Wim Martinus – the Harbormaster 
of Aruba; Mr. August Genser – the ex-Division 
Superintendent of Lago’s Laboratory; and Mr. 
Willie Davis – Owner of Filtec at Zeewijk in San 
Nicolas), were having a conversation with Mr. 
Charlie Brouns Jr. at his famous Charlie’s Bar 
and Restaurant in San Nicolas. Charlie, who was 
a visionary and had dreams for developing the 
San Nicolas area, told these gentlemen that he 
would like to come up with something innova- 
tive for the San Nicolas area to draw tourism to 
the area. 


The “anchor”, which at that time was being 
stored at the Oranjestad harbor, was suggest- 
ed as an option. Charlie liked the idea! He then 
contacted the President of Lago for permission 
to acquire the anchor. He was granted permis- 
sion and the anchor was then relocated to its 
present location and dedicated “To All Sea- 
men” on the occasion of the closing of the 
Lago Oil Refinery on March 31, 1985. 


Through the Years 
Through the years the Anchor was slowly weath- 
ering from the wind and salt. As time passed, 
sadly the origin and purpose of the anchor 


slowly faded away from people’s memories. 


After Charles Brouns Jr died on September 15, 
2004, his friend Mr. Sam Speziale, requested as- 
sistance from the management of Valero Aru- 
ba Refinery to help maintain the monument. 
The Valero Aruba Refinery, graciously sand- 
blasted and painted the anchor and poured 
a concrete pad around it. On April 17, 2005, 
the anchor monument was rededicated “To All 
Seamen” in a formal ceremony in memory of 
Charles Brouns Jr. 


Today, the anchor stands both as memorial to 
all seaman who have lost their lives at sea, but 
also as a silent reminder that Seroe Colorado is 
part of San Nicolas and that San Nicolas is still 
a vibrant and important part of the island of 
Aruba. 


The Best Time to Visit 
When your planning your visit to the south end 
of the island, you will want to include in your itin- 
erary the many things to see and do there. The 
anchor will be just one of these stops, (keep an 
eye out for our future editions, we publish our 
recommendations!). 


With that being said, I have to say, if you enjoy 
catching a sunrise, the anchor is one of the best 
places on the island to catch the sunrise. But in 
reality, anytime is a good time to visit, depend- 
ing on your personal schedule.q 


The Red Anchor situated at the entrance of former 
Lago Colony in San Nicolas 
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Rhythms Circus Company Aruba: putting Aruba’s name on the world stage 


Rhythms Circus Company Aruba is a talented 
group of young people working daily to pres- 
ent their art in the form of acrobatics, danc- 
ing, acting and singing. After an impactful 
participation in one of America’s biggest tal- 
ent shows, they are now bringing their amaz- 
ing talent to Aruba! 


In a show full of light, music, and with perfor- 
mances to famous musical figures like Elvis 
Presley, Michael Jackson and Tina Turner, the 
group consisting of 15 people from various 
countries delights the audience with their ar- 
tistic prowess at the Paseo Herencia Mall, ev- 
ery Wednesday and Friday starting at 7pm. 
Each day has a different show, so you can 
attend both nights for the complete experi- 
ence! 


RCCA also offers the possibility for you and 
your family to enjoy dinner before the show! 
Starting from 6pm, you and your family can 
delight from the wide-ranged menu that in- 


cludes a variation of delicious main course 
meals complete with a delectable flan des- 
sert as a sweet treat. Enjoy your dinner even 
more at a VIP table complete with comfort 
seating! 


The group, under the leadership of directors 
and creators Diego Jaramillo and Yamila 
Hernandez are opening the doors to the ball- 
room to our local audience as well as our visi- 
tors so that everyone can have the privilege 
of experiencing this wonderful show. 


Hernandez explained that the idea for this 
project started in 2010 when she came to 
work in Aruba. After being on the island for a 
while she decided to stay and live here, and 
she met Diego Jaramillo, who is currently her 
partner. Together they came with the idea 
to establish a company together with other 
professional artists, with the goal of living from 
their art. 


Hernandez says that the work is hard – all of 
the performers are professional artists, and 
while the production of the show is not a 
challenge for them, selling the idea proved 
difficult since at the time, there weren’t any 
shows of its kind on the island. 


America’s Got Talent 
Currently they are offering a show with mu- 
sic, choreography and at the end, they have 
a shocking acrobatics ending, one that was 
seen my thousands of people around the 


world when the group travelled to Los An- 
geles in the United States to represent Aru- 
ba in America’s Got Talent. Hernandez said 
that the show was very important for them 
to meet the public present because people 
could experience this performance live and 
right before their eyes. 


Their presentation in America’s Got Talent 
“was incredible” and they were able to meet 
the jury and many other artists staying there 
for three months. But the exhaustion and 
physical toll was so great that Diego suffered 
an accident, and because of this, they had 
to cancel all future commitments. 


Reservations and tickets 
To make a reservation to see this incredible 
display of creativity and acrobatics, scan the 
QR code which will take you directly to their 
website for a booking. To find more informa- 
tion about RCCA, please visit their Instagram 
page @rccaruba. q 


Aruba to me 


ORANJESTAD — You are back or still 
enjoying your vacation?... we would 
like to portrait you! By inviting you to 
send us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: Aruba to me is 
……. Send your picture with that text (in- 
cluding your name and where you are 
from) to: news@arubatoday.com and 
we will publish your vacation memory. 
Isn’t that a special way to keep your 
best moments alive? Please do note: 


By submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to The 
Aruba Today Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of its affiliated 
companies to use said materials, as 
well as names, likeness, etc. for promo- 
tional purposes without compensation. 


Last but not least: check out our web- 
site, Instagram and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting our free news- 
paper, we strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again.q 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visitors at Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort! 


The Aruba Tourism Authority recently had 
the great pleasure of recognizing Distin- 
guished Visitors of Aruba. These Distin- 
guished Visitors were respectively hon- 
ored with a certificate acknowledging 
their years of visits, loyalty, and love for the 
island of Aruba. 


The honor certification is presented on be- 
half of the Minister of Tourism as a token of 
appreciation and to say “Masha Danki” to 
guests who have visited Aruba 10, 20, or 35 
years or more consecutively. 


The three honoring levels are as follows: 
Distinguished Visitor (10>years consecu- 
tively visiting Aruba) 


Goodwill Ambassador (20>years consecu- 
tively visiting Aruba) 
Emerald Ambassador (35>years consecu- 
tively visiting Aruba) 


The honorees were: 
Distinguished Visitors Mr. Greg Drew & Mrs. 
Marj Rooney from New Hampshire, United 
States 


Ms. Kimberley Richardson representing the 
Aruba Tourism Authority, and staff mem- 
bers of the Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort be- 
stowed the Distinguished Visitor certificate 
to the honorees, presented them with 
gifts, and also thanked them for choosing 
Aruba as their favorite vacation destina- 


tion, as their home away from home. 


Top reasons for returning to Aruba, provided by the hon- 
orees were: 
Aruba’s great weather 
Aruba’s beautiful beaches 
Aruba’s safety 
Aruba’s variety of restaurants to choose from 
“To relax in Aruba!” 


On behalf of the Aruba Tourism Authority, we would like 
to express our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the 
honorees for their continued visits to the “One Happy 
Island”.q 


Aruban legends: 
Frenchman’s Pass 


(Oranjestad)—If you ever 
plan on taking a group 
tour of the island, you may 
pass through the French- 
man’s Pass in Balashi. The 
Frenchman’s pass (known 
to locals as “Franse Pas”) 
remains a mysterious—and 
spooky—road of which its 
legend is told from genera- 
tion to generation. 


The history of the French- 
man’s pass—and how it got 
its name—dates back to 
the colonization era, when 
the French tried to colonize 
the island, but were met 
with an angry mob of in- 
digenous settlers, refusing 
to give up their land. How- 
ever, as the French were 
heavily equipped with fire 
arms, the indigenous set- 
tlers began to retreat, and 
hid away in nearby caves. 
The French colonizers tried 
to smoke them out of the 
caves, but the indigenous 
settlers ended up inhal- 
ing too much smoke and 
most died in those caves. 
From then on, this passage 
was known as Frenchman’s 
Pass, and there have been 
many accounts of spirits 
roaming the area of Span- 
ish Lagoon. 


There are many ghost sto- 
ries surrounding this area, 
but one of the most fa- 
mous one involves a lonely 
hitchhiker, trying to find a 
ride back home in the dark 
rainy night. 


Sometime after trying to 
hitchhike, the man saw a 
car approaching, appear- 
ing almost ghost-like in the 
rain. However, since he 
needed a ride real bad, 
he didn’t think twice and 
jumped in. But to his horror, 
he noticed that the there 
was no driver in the front. 
Paralyzed with fear, he 
didn’t dare to get out, and 
the car started to move. 


When 
approaching 
a 
sharp turn, the hitch hiker 
braced for impact, but just 
when he though the car 
might drive straight off the 
road and crash, he saw a 
hand appear out the win- 
dow and turn the wheel. 
For the next few turns, the 
hand appeared again. Af- 
ter having had enough, the 
man decided to jump out 
and he ran to Santa Cruz. 


Arriving at a nearby bar, 


he ordered a drink and be- 
gan to tell everyone about 
his experience. Everyone 
grew quiet, because they 
realized he wasn’t some 
drunk messing around; he 
was telling the truth. 


Sometime later, two men 
walked into the bar and 
one of them noticed the 
hitchhiker. He called out to 
his buddy and said: “Look, 
there’s the idiot who sat 
in our car when we were 
pushing it!” 


French man’s pass is one 
of the few sites on the is- 
land that keeps the locals 
on their toes. While most 
ghost stories may not have 
real grounds—or some may 
even be a set up story for a 
joke, this pass contributes a 
lot to our culture of folkloric 
story-telling. 


Source: visitaruba.com 
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Aruba Living Today caters for both local and 
foreign market divided into 40 % local buy- 
ers and 60 % foreign buyers. “Our customers 
come from Holland, Belgium, Norway, Ger- 
many, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States 
and Canada. We are widely covered and 
thus provable good with different cultures, 
also we speak four languages.” Besides that, 
Aruba Living Today is open to every budget, 
they have listings for all category buyers. 


As a member of the Aruban Real Estate As- 
sociation, they are listed also on the website 
www.arubalisting.com within a group of 20 of 
the most advanced realtors on the island. 


Aruba Living Today is featured on House Hunt- 
ers, social media, Aruba Living Today and of 
course in Aruba Today’s newspaper.q 


Aruba Living Today 
Tankileendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 
Fax +297 587 9985 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail randolph@livingtoday.aw 


Over a decade in business, Aruba Living Today: 
Offering the so much needed human touch 


NOORD — We are in 2023. It was a wild ride with Covid-19 and we all are aiming for a change of 
routine. We simply want to “live” life again. “It is time for living your dream,” as the quote says at 
Aruba Living Today’s office. “We are fifteen plus years in business, and I am proud to say that all 
our clients stuck with us. We are no part of a big company, we keep it small, personal, and real. 
Because you are not a number, no sales target either and certainly your name is not commis- 
sion. Our responsibility is to make your dream come true,” says owner Randolph Arends. 


From human to human 
If you have decided to buy a house or rent one for vacation in Aruba and you are looking for 
that match, the question now is how to click with a person that offers a personal touch? One 
who pays genuine attention and has sincere interest in what you want? 


This different approach to real estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart, and the reason 
Randolph calls himself a property mediator instead of a real estate broker. “The personal touch 
is essential to me. I am stepping aside of the image that real estate brokers are only in for the 
commission. This image does not fit me at all, I am in for my passion, and I can only do this from 
the heart.” 


One stop shopping point 
Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, Prop- 
erty Management, Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, Assist in Arrange- 
ments for Notary and Utilities, Guiding Bureaucracy Process and Assisting in Import of Furniture. 
Randolph and his business partner Eladio Max Maduro. Born in Aruba, he was raised in the Neth- 
erlands. Max was Corporal mandatory in the Dutch Army/Genie der Landmacht. 
He also studied financial administration in the Netherlands, and has a degree in Dutch insur- 
ance law. Max has 40 years work experience in all kind of insurance, specialized liability and 
pension law. In the past, he worked for local and international insurance brokers companies. 


As per March 1st 2023, he is working as a commercial partner at Aruba Living Today. 


You are welcome to meet in person 
Aruba Living Today houses in an authentic Aruban house, welcoming you in a warm ambiance 
that emphasizes the philosophy of connecting. Candles, Buddha ornaments and a homey set- 
ting form the décor for you to sit and talk about your dream house or investment. “My goal was 
to do real estate in a different way when I established this company June 1st 2009. Not from the 
perspective of only selling, but to look for the perfect match between dream house and client. 
My philosophy is: it will only work when all involved are happy and connected by that personal 
touch.” 
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Short history of the beginnings of baseball in Aruba 


locAl 


ORANJESTAD — Baseball 
was played on the island of 
Aruba in the 1930’s, but only 
by United States expatriates 
working for LAGO and living 
inside the LAGO colony. Jim 
Bluejacket, the legendary 
US Indian who had played 
in two major league teams, 
worked for LAGO during 14 
years and was a key factor 
in the growth of the popular- 
ity of the game in the colony. 
There is no record of Blue- 
jacket ever playing outside 
the colony. 


Outside the colony, the 
game of baseball was intro- 
duced to Aruba by Venezu- 
elan immigrants and sailors 
on the Venezuelan fishing 
boats that used Aruba as 
their home port. They formed 
pick-up teams and played 
games on Sundays on an 
open field behind what is 
now the Court of Justice. 
One of the Venezuelans 
that comes to mind is Felix 
Garrido, grandfather of our 
current Prime-Minister. 


In the late 30s the leader of 
this group was Raúl Aparicio, 
a cousin of Luis Aparicio who 
is now enshrined in the Hall of 
Fame in Cooperstown. The 
Aparicios were evidently 
very good at sports. Raúl 
had two brothers who also 
played baseball, René and 
Roman. Rosendo, his only 
brother who did not play 
baseball became a profes- 
sional soccer player in the 
Venezuelan league. Rosen- 
do was nicknamed “Cabeza 
de oro” (golden head) for 
a memorable header he 
scored to win a game for 
his team. 


Interestingly, it was in Aruba 
that Luis Aparicio played his 
first game outside of Venezu- 
ela. This took place in 1950 
when he played shortstop 
for the school he attended. 
Later he played for “Cabi- 
mas” in a doubleheader 
of the Venezuelan Western 
League. These official games 
of the league were autho- 
rized to be played in Aruba 
by the Professional Baseball 
Organization of Venezuela. 
Several others who played in 
those games have also been 
enshrined. 


Luis Aparicio’s father was 


the super popular Luis “El 
Grande” (the great one) af- 
ter whom the baseball stadi- 
um in Maracaibo is named. 
He and his brother owned 
the professional baseball 
teams “Gavilanes” which 
later became the “Aguilas”, 
and the “Cabimas”. 


In the early ‘40s, another 
group, mostly immigrants 
from the Dominican Repub- 
lic also became very active 
with pickup teams. Some of 
these remained active in 
baseball well into the early 
‘50s; as umpires, managers 
even as players. Among 
these were Nestor “Pantin” 
Guerrero who also had a 
musical band. Perhaps not 
so coincidentally, many of 
Pantin’s players were also 
musicians. Luthai Pantophlet 
who umpired many years 
was a well-known drummer. 
Gaston Hazel was a bongo 
player; José Bryson and the 
brothers Nicholson, Teddy 
and Julio, all played several 
instruments. 


In San Nicolas, baseball was 
played on the grounds next 
to where the LAGO Sport 
Park (now Laveist Sport Park) 
was officially inaugurated in 
March 1941. 


During the WWII years, base- 
ball got a big lift from the in- 
flux of Puerto Rican and US 
soldiers stationed here. As 
LAGO was playing a very 
important role in the struggle 
against Hitler, it was able to 
get all the sports equipment 
needed here to allow more 
people to participate. 


In the ‘40s only the Lago 
Sports Park organized base- 
ball championship games. 
The first teams to participate 
were Artraco, (Aruba Trad- 
ing Co.), Esso Garage and 
Botica San Lucas. In 1945 
Venezuelan employees of 
the Lago refinery partici- 
pated under the name of 
“Cafenol”, a very popular 
Venezuelan coffee brand. 
Two other groups of Venezu- 
elan immigrants formed the 
teams “Cerveceria” (named 
after the iconic team Cer- 
veceria 
Caracas), 
and 
“Venezuela”, although not 
all members of these teams 
were Venezuelans. This was 
also the year that the team 


sponsored by Roxy Café 
started to play as “Dodgers”. 
Dodgers became the domi- 
nant baseball powerhouse 
till the 1950s. 


Other teams that entered 
the baseball scene in the 
late 1940s: Pepsi Cola (Oran- 
jestad) and St. Thomas Boys 
(former students of St. Thom- 
as College, Oranjestad). 
“Baby Ruth” in San Nicolas 
played initially under the 
name “Camel” and “Barnes` 
Ramblers” the only team 
consisting of Lago Colony 
players to participate in the 
Lago Sport Park champi- 
onships. “Red Rock Cola” 
was formed in Oranjestad 
in 1950. 
In 1952 the team Pepsi Cola 
became “Nesbitt’s” and 
had players of seven coun- 
tries, including two American 
expats from Lago Colony. 


In 1950 a group of prominent 
members of the Aruba com- 
munity founded the Ama- 
teur Baseball Bond of Aruba 
(ABBA) to give structure to 
the management of the 
sport and became the orga- 
nizers of official champion- 
ship games. While maintain- 
ing the existing teams in a 
league that was referred to 
as A-class, ABBA established 
a B-class league in which the 
“Budweiser’ and “Braves” 
played the first years. 


By 1952 Aruba became a 
member of the Internation- 
al Amateur Baseball Asso- 
ciation and fielded a team 
managed by Joe Proterra, 
(former pitcher of “Barnes’ 
Ramblers”), that would play 
for the first time ever in the 
Amateur Baseball World Se- 


ries that took place in Ha- 
vana, Cuba in September. 
Surprisingly, Aruba won two 
of its six games and became 
the darling of the Havana 
fans. Nell Harms of the Aru- 
ban team was named the 
“Outstanding player of the 
week” for his performance 
against Honduras. He al- 
lowed just two hits, struck out 
15 and hit the only homerun 
of the game. Joe Cambria, 
the famous scout for the 
Washington Senators offered 
him a contract, but Nel was 
not interested, but the next 
year, at the Amateur Base- 
ball World Series in Caracas, 
Venezuela, Nel and Ruben 
Phillips did sign and in 1954 
they played professional 
baseball the Georgia-Florida 
League and the Texas-New 
Mexico League. They were 
the first Arubans to play pro- 
fessionally, but not the only 
ones. 


During the games in Ha- 
vana, contacts were made 
with the organizers of Little 
League Baseball in Cuba 
which eventually resulted 
in the introduction of Lit- 
tle League in Aruba. Little 
League of Aruba has been 
extremely successful: It has 
produced many players who 
earned baseball scholarships 
at universities in the United 
States, a few who played 
professionally in the Neth- 
erlands and different coun- 
tries in the Caribbean and 
five who reached the ma- 
jor leagues: Calvin Maduro, 
Eugene Kingsale, Radhames 
Dijkhoff, Sydney Ponson, and 
Xander Bogaerts one of the 
brightest stars of Boston Red 
Sox.q 


Written by Mr. Clyde Harms 
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Kimberly Palmer: Smart steps to take when 
helping your grandchildren financially 


By KIMBERLY PALMER 
of NerdWallet 
In his early 20s, Chris Chen's 
nephew dreamed of be- 
coming a professional pho- 
tographer, but to pursue 
that dream, he needed 
equipment that cost over 
$5,000. His nephew worked 
hard to save $1,500, then his 
maternal grandmother pro- 
vided an additional $750. 
Chen, a certified financial 
planner in Newton, Massa- 
chusetts, covered the rest. 
"It helped him understand 
the value of money," Chen 
says of his nephew, who 
now earns his living as a 
photographer. 
Grandparents — and other 
family members — often 
have the best intentions 
when it comes to helping 
their grandchildren finan- 
cially, but experts say they 
don't always know how best 
to do so and can acciden- 
tally hurt their own finances 
along the way. 
Financial advisers recom- 
mend following these steps 
whenever 
you're 
giving 
grandchildren a financial 
gift, whether big or small. 
PROTECT YOUR OWN FI- 
NANCES 
"The first question is, 'Can 
you afford to help your 


grandchildren, and how 
much?'" says Lorraine Ell, 
CEO and co-founder at Bet- 
ter Money Decisions, a na- 
tional wealth management 
firm. Checking your own re- 
tirement funds and overall 
financial security can help 
ensure that you're in a posi- 
tion to give, she says. 
Grandparents, Ell says, are 
often pulled to "overgive" 
out of love, but doing so 
in moderation instead can 
ensure your generosity is af- 
fordable. 
Katie Lindquist, a CFP in 
Madison, Wisconsin, and 
owner of Lindenwood Fi- 
nancial, cautions against 
co-signing loans for grand- 
children, which can put 
your own credit on the line. 
"There are other ways to 
help, such as giving part of 
a down payment, that can 
help them without actually 
co-signing on the loan," she 
says. 
TALK TO THE PARENTS BE- 
FORE GIVING A GIFT 
Before giving a financial gift 
to a grandchild, Lindquist 
recommends 
discussing 
the idea with their parents. 
"Make sure everyone is clear 
on the plan. You can figure 
out what accounts they 
already have and what 


their needs are," she says. 
If you're giving cash, she 
adds, you might want to ask 
the parents to help the child 
keep it safe or direct the 
money to a specific savings 
account or purchase. 
Still, Lindquist adds, it's worth 
recognizing that once you 
give the gift, "you can't con- 
trol what they spend it on." 
Trent Porter, a CFP and CEO 
at Priority Financial Part- 
ners in Durango, Colorado, 
says in some cases, par- 
ents might not want their 
children receiving money. 
"Grandparents 
can 
be- 
come a piggy bank," he 
says, where they end up 
enabling 
overspending. 
It's also essential to treat 
grandchildren 
fairly, 
he 
adds, even if unique needs 
require differing forms of fi- 
nancial help, such as con- 
tributing to a wedding for 
one and a travel abroad 
opportunity for another. 
DISCUSS MONEY OPENLY 
WITH GRANDCHILDREN, TOO 
At the same time, it's worth 
setting clear expectations 
with your grandchildren, 
too, Porter says. "Be as spe- 
cific as you can reasonably 
be: 'We will give you x num- 
ber of dollars for tuition,' in- 
stead of, 'If you need help, 
here is a blank check,'" he 
says. 
When you're giving money, 
it's also a good time to talk 
about financial topics such 
as budgeting and saving, 
Porter says. "Communicat- 
ing about those things gives 
them a huge advantage 
because most kids leave 
high school and have no 
idea," he says. 
Susan Greenhalgh, a fi- 
nancial coach in the Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island, area 
and president of Mind Your 
Money, 
which 
provides 
financial 
coaching 
and 
workshops, says grandchil- 
dren are watching and ob- 
serving your behavior close- 
ly, and modeling healthy 
financial behavior can be 
beneficial to them. 
"Every conversation you 
have about money in their 
presence will become their 
money mindset, so you 
want to be careful about 
how you're showing up for 
them," she says.q 


U.S. $100 bills are seen, July 14, 2022, in Marple Township, Pa. 
Associated Press 
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San Nicolas 


Police 
100 
Oranjestad 
527 3140 
Noord 
527 3200 
Sta. Cruz 
527 2900 
San Nicolas 
584 5000 
Police Tipline 
11141 
Ambulancia 
911 
Fire Dept. 
115 
Red Cross 
582 2219 


Women in Difficulties 
PHARMACY ON DUTY 


TAXI SERVICES 
Taxi Tas 
587 5900 
Prof. Taxi 
588 0035 
Taxi D.T.S. 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 
280 2828 


Aruba Airport 
524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 
588 0059 
Jet Blue 
588 2244 
Surinam 
582 7896 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Women in Difficulties 
OTHER 
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 
Women in Difficulties 
EMERGENCY 


Women in Difficulties 
TRAVEL INFO 


Women in Difficulties 
AID FOUNDATIONS 


Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 


Women in Difficulties 
General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 


Oranjestad: 
Oduber: Tel. 582 1780 
San Lucas: Tel. 584 5119 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 
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Breast cancer survivors may not need so many 
mammograms after surgery, UK study suggests 


By CARLA K. JOHNSON 
AP Medical Writer 
Annual mammograms are 
recommended indefinitely 
for breast cancer survivors 
in many countries, includ- 
ing the U.S., but a large 
British study finds that less 
frequent screening is just as 
good. 
Yearly screening is meant 
to monitor whether cancer 
has come back. All that 
testing causes anxiety for 
patients and costs money. 
Until now, there wasn't solid 
evidence for when women 
could ease back on yearly 
mammograms, said Janet 
Dunn of the University of 
Warwick, who led the study 
funded by the research 
arm of the U.K.'s National 
Health Service. 
The study showed less fre- 
quent mammograms are 
just as good as a yearly 
schedule for breast cancer 
survivors 50 and older. 
"It's really all about giving 
the ladies the all-clear a 
bit earlier if you can," Dunn 
said. The findings were be- 
ing discussed Friday at the 
San Antonio Breast Cancer 
Symposium. The unpub- 
lished study has not yet 
gone through a full peer 
review. 
Researchers followed more 
than 5,200 women. The 


participants were 50 and 
older, and had undergone 
successful breast cancer 
surgery, 
mostly 
lumpec- 
tomies. After three years 
of annual screening, half 
were randomly assigned to 
get mammograms every 
year and the other half to 
get less frequent ones. 
Both groups did well, with 
remarkably similar results. 
Six years later, 95% of both 
groups were still cancer 
free. Breast cancer survival 
was 98% in both groups. 
"This is an eye-opening 
study," said breast cancer 


specialist Dr. Laura Esser- 
man of the University of 
California, San Francisco 
who was not involved in 
the new study but is lead- 
ing research on a personal- 
ized approach to screen- 
ing. "I think people will be 
very surprised." 
The new study is "very 
strong," but more research 
will be needed to change 
U.S. guidelines, said Corinne 
Leach of Moffitt Cancer 
Center in Tampa, Florida. 
She led the development 
of a 2015 U.S. guideline that 
calls for indefinite annual 


screening for these kinds of 
patients. 
"One study alone typically 
does not move the needle 
on guidelines," Leach said. 
"This study inspires other 
researchers to do more 
work in this area. And that 
is what could lead to a 
change." 
In the new study, most 
women in both groups 
followed 
their 
assigned 
screening schedule. Some 
in the annual group missed 
screenings and some in the 
less frequent group were 
screened ahead of sched- 
ule. When the research- 
ers analyzed the findings 
based on what the women 
actually did, the conclu- 
sions remained the same. 
Survivors 
"can 
breathe 
easily" three years after 
surgery as they resume 
a less frequent mammo- 
gram schedule, Dunn said. 
The findings are likely to 
change practice in the 
U.K. and "will be influential 
globally," she said.q 


A radiologist uses a magnifying glass to check mammograms for breast cancer in Los Angeles, 
May 6, 2010. 
Associated Press 
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The Dodgers gave Shohei Ohtani $700 million to hit and pitch — 
but also because he can sell 


By DAVID BRANDT 
AP Baseball Writer 
PHOENIX (AP) — Shohei 
Ohtani's jaw-dropping $700 
million, 10-year deal with 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
has some similarities to oth- 
er contracts for the world's 
biggest sports stars, includ- 
ing soccer icons Lionel 
Messi and Cristiano Ronal- 
do, along with NFL quarter- 
back Patrick Mahomes. 
In terms of his marketabil- 
ity, experts point to another 
name. 
The real comparison? Try 
Taylor Swift. 
The global music sensation's 
broad appeal — one that 
bridges the gap between 
generations and expands 
to other countries — is an 
extremely rare phenom- 
enon that Ohtani shares. 
There's no doubt the Dodg- 
ers hope they can leverage 
the Japanese star' s arrival 
into even more money for 
a franchise that is already 
one of the most popular in 
Major League Baseball. 
"He's rocketed into a strato- 
sphere all his own," sports 
agent Leigh Steinberg said. 
Ohtani was expected to 
sign the biggest deal in 
MLB history as a free agent 
this offseason and didn't 
disappoint. He's the sport's 
best two-way player ever 
— not even Babe Ruth hit 
and pitched at the same 
time so effectively — and 
though he won't be able to 


pitch in 2024 following Tom- 
my John surgery, he should 
provide plenty of value at 
the plate before he returns 
to the mound in 2025. 
But the $700 million price 
tag was more than most 
imagined. 
His $70 million average sal- 
ary is 62% above the pre- 
vious high of about $43.3 
million, shared by pitch- 
ers Max Scherzer and Jus- 
tin Verlander with deals 
they struck with the New 
York Mets. Ohtani's aver- 
age salary nearly doubles 
the roughly $42.3 million 
he earned over six seasons 
with the Angels. It also ex- 


ceeds the entire payrolls of 
Baltimore and Oakland this 
year. 
The reason the Dodgers 
made that kind of commit- 
ment is simple: It's probably 
worth it. Not just because 
he could help win World 
Series, but because of the 
value he brings even if he 
doesn't. 
"If 
Ohtani 
is 
marketed 
right, he's a globally iconic 
player," said Mike Lewis, a 
professor of marketing at 
Emory University who spe- 
cializes in sports business. 
"It could be like something 
from Formula One, where 
you've got the attention of 


the whole world. Baseball 
has sometimes struggled to 
gain national attention, but 
he's the kind of guy who 
attacts millions of eyeballs, 
and not just from the U.S." 
The Dodgers haven't had 
trouble attracting eyeballs 
over the past several years. 
They're a perennially suc- 
cessful franchise — winning 
the NL West 10 of the past 
11 seasons and the World 
Series in 2020 — and aver- 
aged more than 47,000 
fans per game last year, 
best in the sport. They've 
doled out big money to 
stars like Freddie Freeman, 
Mookie Betts and Clayton 


Kershaw. But nothing com- 
pares to Ohtani. Lewis — 
the Emory professor — said 
the spike in interest could 
be comparable to Major 
League Soccer's Inter Mi- 
ami, which saw a massive 
jump in online interaction, 
particularly on Instagram, 
after Messi signed. 
As of Sunday morning, the 
Dodgers' 
Instagram 
ac- 
count had 3.2 million fol- 
lowers. Ohtani on his own 
has 6.3 million. 
That's just the tip of the 
iceberg. The average fan 
understands that Ohtani 
will generate revenue with 
more tickets, concessions 
and jerseys sold. 
But no player drives more 
interest internationally, es- 
pecially in Ohtani's native 
Japan, with a baseball- 
obsessed 
population 
of 
126 million. Ohtani already 
has a deep group of spon- 
sors targeting audiences 
on both sides of the Pacific 
Ocean, including New Bal- 
ance, ASICS and Porsche 
Japan. For the Dodgers, 
his 
international 
appeal 
means more companies 
in the U.S. and abroad are 
interested in advertising — 
Japanese companies fre- 
quently paid for prime ad 
spaces around Angel Sta- 
dium when Ohtani was in 
Anaheim. That alone brings 
a cascade of cash that 
could pay off a significant 
portion of Ohtani's deal.q 


A person reads an extra edition of the Yomiuri Shimbun newspaper reporting on Shohei Ohtani to 
move to the Los Angeles Dodgers Sunday, Dec. 10, 2023, in Tokyo. 
Associated Press 


Indiana Fever win WNBA draft lottery 
for No. 1 pick for 2nd straight season 


By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer 
UNCASVILLE, Conn. (AP) — 


The Indiana Fever won the 
WNBA draft lottery for the 
No. 1 pick for the second 


consecutive season Sun- 
day. The Fever took Aliyah 
Boston last season with the 
top pick and she earned 
the league's Rookie of the 
Year honors. 
"This is tremendous news for 
our franchise to receive an- 
other No.1 overall pick," Fe- 
ver GM Lin Dunn said. 
Now Indiana will have to 
wait to see who decides 
to enter the draft. Iowa's 
Caitlin Clark, UConn's Paige 
Bueckers and LSU's Angel 
Reese all could head back 
to school for another year 
thanks to the extra season 


because of the coronavi- 
rus. 
Indiana, 
which 
hasn't 
made the playoffs since 
2016, had a 44% chance 
of getting the No. 1 pick. 
Los Angeles has the No. 2 
pick with Phoenix choosing 
third and Seattle fourth. The 
Sparks, who had an 18% 
chance at getting the top 
pick, have missed the post- 
season two straight years 
and last had No. 1 in 2012 
when they drafted Nneka 
Ogwumike. 
Phoenix had the worst re- 
cord in the WNBA last sea- 


son and was trying to earn 
the first pick for the first time 
since the Mercury chose 
Brittney Griner in 2013. They 
had a 28% chance of get- 
ting the No. 1 pick. 
The Storm, who will pick 
fourth, 
benefited 
from 
back-to-back No. 1 picks 
in 2015 (Jewell Loyd) and 
2016 (Breanna Stewart) to 
win titles in 2018 and 2020. 
Dallas will pick fifth. Wash- 
ington, Minnesota and At- 
lanta are next. Dallas, Con- 
necticut, New York and Los 
Angeles will close out the 
first round.q 


Iowa's Caitlin Clark reacts after her three pointer during the first 
half of a women's NCAA college basketball game Sunday, Dec. 
10, 2023, in Madison, Wis. 
Associated Press 


sports A15 
Monday 11 deceMber 2023 


Zach Wilson leads Jets to 30-6 win over Texans in return. C.J. Stroud 
leaves late with a concussion 


By DENNIS WASZAK Jr. 
AP Pro Football Writer 
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. (AP) 
— Zach Wilson threw a pair 
of second-half touchdown 
passes in his return from a 
two-game benching, New 
York shut down C.J. Stroud 
before Houston's star rook- 
ie quarterback left late 
with a concussion and the 
Jets ended a five-game 
losing streak with a 30-6 
victory over the Texans on 
Sunday. 
Wilson was 27 of 36 for 301 
yards — his third career 
game of 300 or more yards 
— in easily his best perfor- 
mance of the season after 
sitting in favor of the since- 
waived Tim Boyle. 
Breece Hall and Randall 
Cobb caught touchdown 
passes and Xavier Gip- 
son ran for a score for the 
Jets (5-8), who reached 30 
points for just the second 
time this season and first 
since beating Denver 31- 
21 in Week 5. 
Stroud left with 6:30 re- 
maining when he was hit 
by Quinnen Williams, fell 
backward and his head 
appeared to bounce off 
the MetLife Stadium turf. 
He was examined briefly 
on the sideline before he 
walked to the locker room. 
The 
Texans 
announced 
Stroud was done for the 
game and Davis Mills re- 
placed him. 
Stroud, who came in lead- 
ing the NFL in yards passing, 
was unable to do much 
against an aggressive Jets 
defense. He was just 10 
of 23 for a season-low 91 
yards before leaving with 
the head injury. The Texans 
(7-6) finished with just 135 
total yards and went 1 for 
12 on third down. 
Now, they'll have to see if 
Stroud will be ready for next 
Sunday's 
game 
against 
AFC South-rival Tennessee. 
The 
Jets 
finally 
broke 
through in the scoreless 
game on their opening 
drive of the second half 
when Wilson found Cobb 
for a 15-yard touchdown. 
The 
suddenly 
TD-happy 
Jets struck again on their 
next drive with Gipson tak- 
ing a handoff from Wilson 
and zipping into the end 


zone for a 9-yard score that 
made it 14-0 — New York's 
largest lead of the season 
to that point — with 4:31 left 
in the third quarter. 
New York was driving again 
on its next possession, but 
Wilson scrambled for 11 
yards before Christian Har- 
ris knocked the ball out of 
the quarterback's hands 
and Khalil Davis recovered. 
Stroud and the Texans took 
advantage, quickly mov- 
ing downfield on passes of 
26 yards to Andrew Beck 
and 23 to Brevin Jordan. 
A pass interference call 
on Tony Adams in the end 
zone put the ball at the 1 
and Devin Singletary ran 
up the middle for a touch- 
down. 
Matt Ammendola missed 


the extra point, leaving the 
Jets leading 14-6 heading 
into the fourth quarter. 
Wilson 
and 
the 
Jets 
bounced back from the 
turnover 
by 
marching 
down the field on their next 
possession, capped by a 
wide-open Hall taking a 
pass 3 yards for a touch- 
down to make it 21-6 with 
9:27 remaining. 
Greg Zuerlein kicked a 51- 
yard field goal through the 
rain drops to put New York 
up 24-6. He added kicks of 
55 and 44 yards to cap the 
scoring. 
SLUGGISH START 
Neither team could get 
anything going in the first 
half in the driving rain, the 
first time there was a score- 
less first two quarters since 


San Francisco beat Wash- 
ington 9-0 in Week 7 of the 
2019 season. 
It was the first time the Tex- 


ans played in a scoreless 
first half, and the first for the 
Jets since Week 4 in 2007 in 
a 17-14 loss to Buffalo.q 


Houston Texans quarterback C.J. Stroud (7) falls to the turf un- 
der pressure from New York Jets defensive end Solomon Thomas 
(94) and defensive tackle Quinton Jefferson (70) during the sec- 
ond quarter of an NFL football game, Sunday, Dec. 10, 2023, in 
East Rutherford, N.J. 
Associated Press 
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Eagle Beach – When you think 
of a restaurant that pleases the 
needs of a whole family or a 
large group of people with all 
different tastes? Think Water’s 
Edge Restaurant. Located at 
the shore of Aruba’s most won- 
derful beach, The Eagle Beach 
Aruba. Water’s Edge Restau- 
rant is guaranteed to serve you 
a fantastic magical night to re- 
member. Whether you prefer to 
enjoy the view from indoors air 
conditioned comfort, outdoors in 
the soft tropical breeze or under 
a palapa with your toes in the 
sand. This spectacular restaurant 
offers the best ocean view sun- 
set or sky full of stars dinner while 
the crispy Caribbean night wind 
caresses your face and plays 
with your hair. 


From the minute you arrive there 
will be a great staff welcoming 
you with the most contagious 
smiles and warmth. The intense 
menu with a great variety of ap- 
petizers, main courses and deli- 
cious desserts will not disappoint. 
Seafood, Steaks and interna- 
tional favorites. All on one menu 
specially made just for you. 


Culinary Voyage 
Start your gastronomic jour- 
ney with a scrumptious ap- 
petizer such as the Maryland 
Crab Cakes, maybe the Crispy 


Calamari or the mouthwatering 
creamy Garlic Tarragon Shrimp. 
You can also opt for a classic 
French Onion Soup, a Lobster 
Bisque or the famously Water’s 
Edge House Wedge, a crisp 
wedge of fresh romaine lettuce 
topped with homemade blue 
cheese dressing, diced toma- 
toes, chopped bacon, caramel- 
ized pecans and blue cheese 
crumbles, drizzled with balsamic 
reduction. This followed by the 
Chef’s special of seafood such 
as Fresh salmon filet seasoned 
and grilled, topped with lemon 
cilantro butter and served with 
homemade mashed potatoes 
and fresh asparagus, a nice 
plate of Ahi Tuna or a succulent 
pasta dish like the Florentina Fet- 
tuccine Alfredo. Meat Lovers will 
have their fix with choices of a 
devourable 22oz. Bone-In “Tom- 
ahawk” Rib-Eye, pan seared in 
garlic infused oil and finished in 
the oven or our juicy N.Y Strip 
Loin, seasoned & grilled. All our 
steaks options are seasoned with 
a blend of kosher salt and freshly 
cracked black pepper. Served 
with homemade mashed pota- 
toes, seasoned vegetables and 
a choice of red wine reduction, 
green peppercorn demi glace, 
mushroom sauce, or bacon blue 
cheese butter. For extra sides the 
options are delectable. Fresh as- 
paragus, seasonal vegetables, 
mashed or baked potatoes, fries 
or rice and beans. Combine 
your personal choice with one of 
the most exclusive wine from the 
great selection of international 
wines to compliment your dish. 
Kids will enjoy every item of the 
specially compiled kids menu 
and there are also optional dish- 
es for all vegans, vegetarians 
and gluten-free guests. To end 
the culinary voyage with some 
luscious sweetness, the desserts 
are wild. From a piece of coco- 
nut flan, NY cheese cake, carrot 
cake, chocolate brownie or our 
classic Tiramisu with kahlua and 
amaretto served with choco- 


late sauce and coffee jelly. Not 
to mention the fresh and light 
piece of key lime pie. 


Creating memories 
If you are planning a birthday 
dinner, here you will receive a 
nice bottle of champagne to 
take home with you to extend 
your experience even further 
whether on the beach or your 
own private balcony. 


Live entertainment 
Just about every day of the 
week, there is a different live 
entertainment by the best local 
artists for you to enjoy. Whether 
you’re in a romantic mood, or 
more in a swinging mood, there 
is absolutely a night especially 
for you where you can combine 
great music with delicious cock- 
tails mixed with concoctions. In 
addition, Water’s Edge offers 
three daily Happy Hours from 
12pm-1pm, 4pm-6pm and again 
from 9pm-10pm with all premium 
brands specially priced. 


Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner 
Whether you join us for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner, Water’s Edge 
Restaurant & Bar offers a relaxed 
and inspirational dining experi- 
ence overlooking the beautiful 
Eagle Beach with spectacular 
ocean views. Gather with friends 
and family for drinks and appe- 
tizers or a night of pampering 
and relaxation. 


Start this year’s vacation with this amazing experience in the heart 
of Costa Linda Beach Resort 
Water’s Edge Restaurant is a jewel many had the pleasure to find! 


Water’s Edge is open daily from 
8am – 11pm 


To reserve your table please 
call +297 583-8000 / ext 8106 or 
direct line +297 586-9494 


For more information about 
the menus, entertainment and 
hours, please visit the website 
watersedge-aruba.com 


“Water’s Edge Restaurant is 
where magnificent beach views, 
amazing food and excellent 
service come together.” 


Thank you to all our guests 
From the bottom of our hearts, 
we would like to Thank all of 
our guests who showed us 
so much love and support 
all throughout the year, and 
hopefully will continue to do so 
in the years to come. What we 
are most grateful for is that we 
could get back to doing what 
we love, which is looking after 
our guests. So, thank you for 
every dinner, lunch, breakfast, 
every to-go order, every glass 
of wine, every birthday, an- 
niversary and date-night that 
you spent with us this last year. 
To our new guests, Welcome! 
We hope you to see you back 
soon!q 


